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Lodging

• Louisiana’s occupancy grew by 6.1% over September 2019.

• Since last month (August), occupancy had a 33.3% increase.

• Louisiana’s occupancy is up 49% since March. 

• As a caveat, this indicator is not the best measurement due to the hurricanes in Louisiana 

this year as opposed to last year, with evacuees and emergency personnel staying in the 

hotels. 

Sept

2019 61.3%

2020 57.8%

56.0%

57.0%

58.0%

59.0%

60.0%

61.0%

62.0%

September Occupancy (%)



• Average daily rates (ADR) declined by 12.8% over September 2019. 

• Since last month (August), ADR showed a 16% increase.

• Louisiana’s ADR is down 5.2% since March. 
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• Trends show that Louisiana’s average occupancy is 62% year to date.

• Louisiana’s occupancy grew by 6.1% over September 2019.

January February March April May June July August September

2018 52.8 63.6 70.3 67.3 64.3 64.9 62.7 56.6 56.6

2019 55.2 63.7 72.0 66.1 64.6 65.0 59.7 56.5 57.8

2020 54.5 64.0 41.1 26.6 35.3 42.4 42.3 46.0 61.3
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Lodging (without New Orleans)

• Louisiana’s occupancy, excluding New Orleans, increased 40.5% over last September. 

• New Orleans includes Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, & St. James Parishes

74.2%

52.8%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

20202019

September Occupancy (%) without NOLA



• Louisiana’s ADR, excluding New Orleans, was up 17.7% over last September.
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• Louisiana’s hotel inventory has grown nearly 1,500 rooms totaling over 101,000 rooms, a 1.5% increase since last 

year. 

• Since 2016, the number of hotel rooms increased 8%. 

• Year to date, the census of rooms is nearly 98,000 and sample of rooms is over 71,000. 

• Sample – the percent of rooms from which STR receives data. Census – the number of properties and rooms that 

exist in STRs database shown on the report. 
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Short-Term Lodging 

• Louisiana’s short-term lodging occupancy decreased 3.1% over last September.

• Since last month (August), short-term lodging was down 2.1%. 
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• Louisiana’s short-term lodging ADR slightly increased 0.2% over last September –

remaining mostly flat.

• Short-term lodging ADR is down 1.7% since last month (August). 
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Louisiana Leisure & Hospitality Jobs
(Seasonally adjusted)

• Louisiana’s leisure and hospitality jobs declined 18.7% and lost over 44,000 jobs over September 2019.

• Louisiana’s leisure and hospitality jobs grew 47.3% over May 2020.
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Louisiana Leisure & Hospitality Job Sectors
• Leisure & Hospitality Sector: Includes arts, entertainment, & recreation (actors, amusement and 

recreation attendants, fitness trainers and aerobics instructors, gaming supervisors, and musicians 
& singers) plus accommodation and food services (food prep and serving works, includes fast food; 
cooks – fast food & restaurant; hotel, motel, and resort desk clerks; waiters & waitresses). 

• The Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation sector includes a wide range of establishments that operate 
facilities or provide services to meet varied cultural, entertainment, and recreational interests of their 
patrons. This sector comprises (1) establishments that are involved in producing, promoting, or 
participating in live performances, events, or exhibits intended for public viewing; (2) establishments that 
preserve and exhibit objects and sites of historical, cultural, or educational interest; and (3) 
establishments that operate facilities or provide services that enable patrons to participate in recreational 
activities or pursue amusement, hobby, and leisure-time interests.

• The Accommodation and Food Services sector comprises establishments providing customers with lodging 
and/or preparing meals, snacks, and beverages for immediate consumption. The sector includes both 
accommodation and food services establishments because the two activities are often combined at the 
same establishment.



LouisianaTravel.com

• Website visits (# of sessions) decreased 35.9% over September 2019 (sessions include desktop, tablet, 

and mobile.)

• Signals of intent to travel declined 51% over last September. 
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Louisiana Gaming Revenue

• Gaming revenue lost nearly $51 million, a 22% decrease over September 2019.

• Since March 2020, gaming revenue showed a gain of 40% for riverboats, racinos, land based, and 
video gaming. 
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Louisiana Economic Impact 
• Louisiana’s weekly travel spending totaled $211 million for the week ending October 17, gaining 9% week 

over week. 

• Since the week ending February 15, Louisiana’s weekly travel spending tallied $5.3 billion. 

• Louisiana’s travel economy measured 19% below last year’s levels for the week ending October 17, 

registering a $50 million loss when compared to the same week last year. 

• Since the week ending February 29, Louisiana has lost $4.2 billion in travel spending year-over-year. 

• Louisiana’s travel spending has produced a loss of $433 million in federal, state, & local tax revenues since 

the week ending March 7 year-over-year. 

(Source: Tourism Economics)

• The Louisiana total state & local tax revenue loss generated by the hotel industry declined $499.1 million, 

primarily in occupancy taxes equaling nearly $120 million. (Source: American Hotel Lodging Association)

• Louisiana Welcome Centers greeted nearly 14,000 visitors to Louisiana in September. (Source: LA Welcome Centers)

• Louisiana State Parks welcomed nearly 92,000 visitors in September. (Source: LA State Parks)



National Economic Impact  
• In the week ending October 17, U.S. travel spending tallied just $12.7 billion and reflected a 43% drop below last year’s levels (a 

$9.5 billion loss). (Source: Tourism Economics)

• Since the beginning of March, the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in $424 billion in cumulative losses for the U.S. travel economy. 
(Source: Tourism Economics)

• The continual depressed level of travel spending has produced a loss of $54.5 billion in U.S. federal, state, and local tax revenue 

since March 1. (Source: Tourism Economics)

• 15.7% of American travelers overall—and nearly 40% of convention travelers—say they have plans to attend one or more of these 

events in the next year. (Source: Destination Analysts)

• 75% of American travelers continue to report having at least tentative trip plans. (Source: Destination Analysts)

• Looking at American travelers, 41% plan a holiday road trip, while only 19% intend to fly. (Source: Longwoods)

• 8 in 10 trips this fall are expected to be road trips, primarily to destinations known for outdoor recreation activities. (Source: 

AAA)

• TSA announced that for the first time since the pandemic started, it screened more than 1 million passengers on a single day on 

Sunday, October 18th. (Source: TSA)



Calendar of Events*

November 21 – January 6
Natchitoches Christmas Season, Natchitoches

December 4 – 6 
Christmas In The Country, St. Francisville

December 5 
Christmas On Caddo Fireworks Festival, Oil City

December 12 
Sarepta Christmas Festival, Sarepta (CGP)

*As events are being canceled or postponed, this list is updated. 

October 29 – November 8

Taste of the State Fair, Shreveport

November 6 – 8 

Sabine Freestate Festival, Florien

November 7

Veteran’s Day Pow Wow and Native American Art 

Fest, Noble

November 7 – December 13

Louisiana Renaissance Festival, Hammond

November 14 – 15

Destrehan Plantation Annual Fall Event, 

Destrehan


